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Calendar of Events 
 

June - July – Special Feature:  
                                  Darlings in Denim 

 June 22 - 29 –  National Pollinator Week      
                                      Information and activity ideas for children and   
                             adults available on the bridge  
                              
  
Tuesday, June 23, 10 a.m. – Tips for Growing Healthy Herbs      
                                      Led  by master gardener Charlotte Gardner                                                     
                             Flowering Bridge Secret Garden 

Tuesday, July 28, 10 a.m. – How to Grow Healthy Roses 
                                 Led  by rosarian Steve Earnest 
                              Flowering Bridge Secret Garden 

TO MAKE SURE A CLASS IS BEING HELD, 
call Alice or Danny at 828-625-2540 

or email alicegrrrd@gmail.com 

                               


SEE WHAT’S BLOOMING ON THE BRIDGE. 
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK.

I f y o u ’ v e c r o s s e d t h e 
Flowering Bridge recently, you 
may have noticed a black 
bench nestled under the blue 
trellis on the east end. David 
E fi r d d o n a t e d t h e l a t e 
nineteenth century bench, a 
cast iron design of intertwining 
tree limbs, twigs and leaves, 
to honor his wife, Charlene. 
The gift is perfect because 
Charlene loves gardening, 

values community, and has been involved with the 
bridge from the very beginning.
    A highly respected real estate agent in the 
Hickory Nut Gorge, she attended the first 
community meetings in 2011 to decide what to do 
with the decommissioned 1925 bridge. She sat on 
the steering committee that worked for a year to 
create the nonprofit Friends of the Lake Lure 
Flowering Bridge in 2012, and she served on the 
first board of directors as vice president and 
membership chair. “Charlene was one of our earliest 
and staunchest supporters,” says fellow board 
member Janet Walters, who believes Charlene saw 
the gardens as a way to unite the community.  “She 
came often during the infancy when there was a lot 
of heavy lifting to be done to get the bridge ready for 
the gardens.”
      Charlene left the board in mid-2014, more than 
a year after the first gardens were planted, to open 
a real estate office a few steps from the bridge, but 
she has remained one of its most 
enthusiastic supporters. Says 
husband David, “She believes the 
bridge adds so much to the town, 
provides pleasure to those who 
visit, and inspires people to go 
home and garden.”

 Visit the  
Pollinator Partnership Website  

to learn about the importance of pollinators 
and find ac7vi7es you can do at home  

to celebrate Pollinator Week. 

Check out our “planters 
w i t h p e r s o n a l i t y, ” 
c r e a t e d b y o u r 
volunteers, on display 
this and next month! 
See more photos on 
our Facebook Page. 

In a photo from April 2013, Charlene lends a 
hand on “Planting Day,” when plants were 
first put in the soil on the Flowering Bridge. 

[photo by Mike Lumpkin]

Stay a While and 
Rest With Me

Charlene Efird sits on the bench 
donated in her honor, where a 
plaque captures her attitude 
toward life: Come and sit. Stay a 
while and rest with me. The best 
is yet to be. [photo by David Efird]
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