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A PHOTO ESSAY

Lake Lure

.+ Jade Jewel in the West -

Written by SUSAN STAFFORD KELLY
Photogrephy by EMILY CHAPLIN
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On August 21, 1987, the film Dirty Dancing premiered,
and audiences the world over fell in love with Baby
Houseman and Johnny Castle. “Look, spaghetti arms,”
he tells her. “This is my dance space. This is your
dance space . .. You gotta hold the frame."”
“And so we have for this month's issue, though with a
camera, not a dance step; we held the frame at Lake Lure,
. where much of the adored moyvie was filmed, and
— where Baby grew up in a single summer. ‘_—;'
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Firefly Cove residents

Mark and Genevieve Helms
reenact Dirty Dancing’s

famous “lift” scene at

dawn. Everyone gets their

[¢] chance to be Baby and
Johnny during Lake Lure’s
annual Dirty Dancing
Festival, taking place this
year on August 14-15.
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Come on in, the
woter's fine 50 is the
breathtakeg view
trom high in Chimney
Rock State Park
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as a lasmchpad for Jackson Yelton (in air)

and pal Adler Knight. At Lake Lure,

“A pontoor is more importan! than a

ski boat,” says resident Kenneth Tanner,

a grandson of an original inu:qor/dt_vﬂﬂ'.J"L
for “tie-up” gatherings on the W"If;:" P
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Vikage Distro in are rightly famous. Golf
professcnal Adam Bo N hole ot mbling Baxd

Resort’s Baa M

The first boathouse on. =
the lake was constructed =
in 1922, before water =
even began to rise

behind the dam.
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Fishing guide and owner of The Granddaddy Fly Fishing Experience,
Michael Yelton casts a pretty curve, showcasing his skills over the mountain-
ringed waters — up to 104 feet deep in some places — of Lake Lure.




The only “beach” at Lake Lure, open to the public, stretches before the
historic stucco Lake Lure Inn and Spa, first open in 1927. And not
only historic, but famous: cast members of Dirty Dancing stayed here.
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No whitecaps to worry about
here. Whinnie, a Cavalier King
Charles spaniel, hitches a late-

- day boat ride to Firefly Cove.
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Pull up a porch rocker

at Tootsie’s Cabin, one:

-~

e rentals at-Pine
Gables Log Cabins,
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Step right. Step left.
Lift your arms, and

look me in the eyes.

s Hear the music

s on the record player.
Above all, listen to the lake.
Have the time of your life.
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